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THE NUCLEAR CORRIDOR
Eunice, New Mexico is known

Urenco USA

is owned by equal
partnership companies from the
Netherlands, Germany and United
Kingdom and has changed facility
names several times. Initially it
was called Louisiana Energy
Services, then National Enrichment
Facility and more recently Urenco
USA. After being unable to get
acceptance in Tennessee and
Louisiana, they came here at the
request of business owners and
politicians in New Mexico. Urenco
was licensed by the NRC in 2006
and began using gas centrifuge
enrichment of uranium for nuclear
fuel in 2010. The enriched
uranium is then sent out for
further processing and the
depleted uranium remains stored
in canisters on a pad behind the
facility. This link is a video about
their operation.
h�ps://www.urenco.com/about/tours

statewide for their 2A high school
championship winning football
teams. The townspeople support kid
sports and rodeo and there are
several churches spread throughout
the town. Many people work for
companies in the oil and gas
industry. Just east of town is the
most recent addition to the scenery,
a new Loves’ Truck Stop and even
further out are lights from two
facilities that would cause anyone to
ask ”what goes on there..?” Urenco
USA and Waste Control SpecialistsInterim Storage Partners are
situated on the side of hwy 176.
Beyond those facilities are the large
windmill turbines which were
installed a fewyears ago. They call
this the “Nuclear Corridor” or
“nuclear alley” and more recently
the “Energy Plex”.
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Urenco Plant Photo by Rose Gardner

Interim Storage Facility

Waste Control SpecialistsInterim Storage Partners (WCSISP) is located in Texas, next door to
the Urenco USA enrichment facility
and is a hazardous and low level
radioactive waste dump. The
company disposes of some waste by
burying containers subsurface on
plastic and vinyl liners and covering
with red clay soil. This company
applied for a high level radioactive
waste license for their company
because they claim they are not
making money disposing of all the
other types of waste they handle now.
WCS-ISP license application is for
40,000 metric tons of high level
nuclear waste or radioactive spent fuel
rods from commercial reactors that
would be stored "temporarily" on
concrete pads for around 40-100
years. Since there is no permanent
repository, the high level radioactive
waste could possibly be a de facto
permanent waste site at WCS-ISP.
Recently NRC licensed the facility to
receive high level nuclear waste. The
Texas legislature passed a ban on high
level nuclear waste and more recently
moved to deny Texas issued permits
from the Texas Commission for
Environmental Quality (TCEQ) for
building the facility.

Eden Nuclear Reactor

Eden Radioisotopes is the next

nuclear dream for Urenco and others
involved. It is the proposed site for the
Genesis reactor, a small modular
nuclear reactor for creating medical
isotopes. Urenco USA has the property
in Lea County for the potential site of
this reactor. A couple of the reasons
given for choosing this location are
ease of waste disposal and
transportation logistics and also
support from the Yates' family in SE
New Mexico. This nuclear alley

was dreamed of by Senator
Pete Domenici. For those of us
who live here it is a nightmare
becoming reality - We must
remain vigilant.
Rose Gardner, Alliance
for Environmental Strategies,
Eunice, NM
nmlady2000@icloud.com
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